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What does the Lord require of you? 

 
In the name of God the Creator, Christ the Redeemer and the ever-present Comforter. Amen 
 
Micah was a prophet from the southern (or rural) area of Judah, who was a contemporary of Isaiah, a 
town dweller.  Micah’s message looks back to the Exodus and the covenant YAHWEH had made with 
Moses.  Writing from his rural background, during the reigns of kings Ahaz and Hezekiah, Micah 
predicts the downfall of Samaria and the desolation of southern Judah.  
 
He prophesied during a period of upheaval, crisis, spiritual lethargy, apostasy and hypocrisy.  The 
people still worshipped YAHWEH but with ritual rather than with life-changing reality.  Their treatment 
of their fellow Israelites broke the basic tenants of the Mosiac covenant as they failed to practise justice 
and love, and by pursuing idolatry showed that they were not walking humbly before YAHWEH. 
 
The purpose of Micah’s prophecy was to show Judah that the product of her covenant relationship to 
God should be justice and holiness.  His focus on God’s justice was to remind the people that God 
would judge them for their sin and disobedience but that he would ultimately establish a kingdom whose 
king would reign in righteousness.  He convicts Israel and Judah of their sin and passes judgement on 
them. 
 
At the beginning of the book we read the prediction of the fall of Samaria and the desolation of Judah; 
how the remnant will return to Jerusalem and the coming of the Messiah is foretold.  During Advent we 
read the prophecy in Micah 5:2: “Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of 
Judah, out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, whose origins are from of old, 
from ancient times.   He will stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the Lord, in the majesty of 
the name of the Lord his God”.  Only a few weeks later we celebrated the coming of Emmanuel, God 
with us. 
 
In Micah chapter 6 he reminds the people how the Lord brought the children of Israel out of Egypt, and 
questions how the people will respond to YAHWEH’s continued goodness.  Then he asks:  “with what 
shall I come before the Lord and bow down before the exalted God?  Shall I come before him with burnt 
offerings, with calves a year old?   Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousand 
rivers of oil?  Shall I offer my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul? 
 
The answer is quite unequivocal:  He has shown you, O man, what is good.  And what does the Lord 
require of you?   To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God. 
 
Micah reminds us that God set conditions on His promises to Abraham.  In Genesis 18:19 we read that 
Abraham is to do righteousness and justice.  Through Moses we read in Deuteronomy 10:12,13 that God 
asks Israel:… what does the Lord your God require of you,  but to fear the Lord your God, to walk in all 
His ways and to love Him, to serve the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul, and to 
keep the commandments of the Lord and his statues which I command you today for your good.   
 
Keeping all this in mind, let us move forward to the year 2000, when, for the commencement of the new 
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millennium, the United Nations set eight goals for development which Australia and 190 other member 
states committed themselves to achieve.  These are to: 

• Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger. 
• Achieve universal primary education. 
• Promote gender equality and empower women. 
• Reduce child mortality rates. 
• Improve maternal health. 
• Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria, and other diseases. 
• Ensure environmental sustainability. 
• Develop a global partnership for development. 

 
There is enough food, water and resources to adequately feed, care for and resource all the world’s 
peoples; it’s just not all located in the right places.   
 
People living in third world countries have some dreadful facts to deal with and some very hard choices 
to make.  Julius Nyerere, the former president of Tanzania said, “Must we starve our children to pay our 
debts?”  In 2005 at the Make Poverty History rally in London Nelson Mandela said:  “Overcoming 
poverty is not a gesture of charity;  it is an act of justice.  It is the protection of a fundamental human 
right, the right to dignity and a decent life.  While poverty persists, there is no true freedom.” 
 
To mark the new millennium, the Micah Challenge, was set up as a global Christian campaign to speak 
for justice and compassion, modelled on the Jubilee laws found in Leviticus 25.  Governments around 
the world were challenged to forgive the debts of third world nations.  For example, in Africa, countries 
owed more in international debt than their annual income. 
 
In Tanzania in 2001, partial debt write-off reduced the country’s debt burden by 54%, or more than $2 
billion dollars.  Funds released were used for healthcare and education.  The government abolished 
primary school fees and school enrolments increased by 50%.  An extra 1 000 schools were built and 
hundreds of new teachers were trained.  So, we can see that good results can come from people having 
vision and acting on it. 
 
As voters we should be lobbying our government to make meaningful contributions to third world 
countries in a way which will give those countries the means of combating poverty, advancing 
education, educating people about HIV/AIDS, providing clean drinking water, eradicating malaria, 
providing better maternal health and reducing child mortality. 
 
However, there are other steps we can take as individuals.  We can pray for these people, we can support 
them financially and some of us may find ourselves working alongside them for periods of time. 
 
Last year, I was challenged to go to Katoke in Tanzania to work at a new high school which my own 
school, Danebank, helps to support.  The school operates in a context where only 10% of students go on 
to secondary school.  It has been financed mainly through Australia, but with some very useful help 
from New Zealand.  It started in April 2009, with 160 Form One (Year 7) students and now has added 
an extra 110 in 2010 and 80 for 2011.  The school is led by Sid Moir, the former deputy principal of 
Innaburra, who, with his wife, has committed to work there as a volunteer for four years.  The teachers 
are mainly Tanzanian, with three Ugandans also on staff.  A steady stream of volunteers from New 
Zealand and Australia support the administrative, teaching and building work.  Wherever possible 
Tanzanians are used but most of the administration and the supervision of the building is done by 
overseas volunteers, where the Tanzanians do not have appropriate skills for these tasks. 
 
The students at the school come from the neighbouring districts, with some of them walking for up to 
two hours a day to get to school and facing the same walk home at the end of the day, along main roads, 
over mountains, and through streams where they dodge the odd hippopotamus or two.  Living is 
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subsistence level for most and they eat what they grow on their shamba (or small farm plot).  Students 
cannot do homework at night, as there is no electric light at home. 
 
The school is unique in giving students ugi (porridge) at the recess break and, starting last year, feeding 
all the students a hot meal at lunchtime.   With good food inside them, they are now better able to 
concentrate on their afternoon lessons and their health levels are improving. 
 
Those who are fortunate enough to have one of the limited places in the boarding house have prep. at the 
school after dinner and in the mornings may be found studying voluntarily in one of the classrooms as 
early as 6 o’clock.  There is school from 8.15 to 4.00 Monday to Friday with further classes on Saturday 
mornings. 
 
The aim of the school is to be a lighthouse in the Tanzanian educational scene.   
 
The school is overtly Christian and has a close connection with the local Anglican church, where the 
staff and boarders worship on Sundays, with services lasting between two and three hours.   
 
Most families battle hard to pay the very modest school fees and currently over 100 of the students are 
sponsored from Australia and New Zealand, including 9 sponsorships for this year from my school, 
Danebank.   The Katoke students, and their parents, are very grateful for the help they receive and the 
students work very hard to justify continuation of their sponsorship.  
 
I have been very grateful to the members of this congregation who prayed for me during my travels and 
my time in Tanzania.   Thank you also to the people who gave me money to take with me.   This was 
well used in paying some medical bills for students, providing help for a local family whose father was 
killed in a road accident and helping a young woman whose husband who had abandoned her and her 
four children. They, and I, say asante (thank you).  A true case of people here at St Mark’s showing 
mercy. 
 
So, what now?  As I now have a two-year residency visa it is possible that I may be able to return before 
it expires, and perhaps stay for a whole term, rather than 6-1/2 weeks.  Please continue to pray for the 
work which is being done at Katoke-Lweru.  It is mentally hard, the living conditions are difficult for 
westerners, and those going there forego normal incomes, plus pay their travelling expenses and the cost 
of supporting themselves while there.  But it is all extremely worthwhile and the odd uncomfortable 
moment is nothing compared with the impoverished life the locals live. 
 
Some people also may be in a position to continue to provide some sort of financial support to the 
school and local community.  I am hoping during the coming year to have one or two fund-raisers and 
hope you will support me in these.  You may also like to visit the Katoke International Trust website to 
find out more about their work and more about the school.  Later, in the hall, we will see a pictorial 
account of the school.  
 
So, how far have we gone towards meeting the Millenium goals?  The United Nations reports that after 
ten years there is progress on some of the goals in many countries.  “There have been noticeable 
reductions in poverty globally, significant improvements in enrolment and gender parity in schools, 
reductions in child and maternal mortality and increasing HIV treatments.  Steps have been taken 
towards environmental sustainability and developing countries are incorporating the MDGs into their 
development strategies”.   
 
However, “while the share of poor people is declining, the absolute number of the poor in South Asia 
and in sub-Saharan Africa is increasing.  The expansion of health and education services is not being 
matched by quality.” 
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“MDG progress is also threatened by the combination of high food prices and the impact of the 
international financial and economic crisis.  Sustained poverty and hunger reduction is at risk because 
of vulnerability to climate change, particularly in the area of agricultural production.  Weak 
institutional capacity in conflict and post-conflict countries also slows MDG progress, and rapid 
urbanisation is putting pressure on social services.” 
 
And in all this we have to remember that the goals specified completion by 2015 so there is still much to 
do in the next four years.   
 
Many of the millennium goals are being addressed here at St Mark’s in a variety of ways and many of 
the congregation are involved in working on such needs, perhaps quite unaware that while they are 
working to help others, here and overseas, they are contributing to Australia’s part in trying to meet the 
millennium goals.  As we start the new calendar year and think about how we are going to use our time 
and resources, each of us should be challenged to think about what the Lord requires of us, whether here 
at St Mark’s, out in the local community, or outside of Sydney in some area of need.   Not everyone is 
called to go overseas and no doubt here at St Mark’s we can expand on what we are doing already.   
 
It is a joy to welcome Logan as his parents and godparents present him for baptism today.  What sort of 
a place will Australia be as he, our children, grandchildren, nieces and nephews grow up here?  We 
know they will grow up in an affluent society.  We can be fairly confident that these children will not go 
to bed hungry, lack adequate medical attention, miss out on education or suffer any of the disadvantages 
of children in Third World countries.  This should encourage, inspire and, indeed, impel us to make a 
real effort to work on the millennium goals. 
 
What God wanted from Micah’s generation, and from ours today, is for his people to look at the 
goodness he has shown and to respond by showing justice, mercy and humility in the small details of 
our lives.  Do we act justly by not hurting others, their property or their character?  Do we show mercy 
by helping those in distress, giving liberally to those who are poor and hungry, remembering Jesus’ 
words to the rich young ruler, “Love your neighbour as yourself”?  Do we humbly acknowledge our 
God and Creator and realise how dependent we are on him for the blessings we enjoy?  The humble 
attitude required by the Lord will manifest itself in a life of prayer, contrition and service.  The first two 
requirements are how God tells us to relate to each other.  The third is about our actions towards God.   
 
Beyond this, as Christians, we should have a clear understanding of what God wants because in Jesus 
Christ we have been given an even clearer picture of the goodness God has shown us.  On the cross 
Jesus demonstrated the kind of sacrifice God wants, by perfectly satisfying God’s justice in the mercy 
he showed to us and the humility he showed before his Father.  In 2 Corinthians 8 Paul gives us a model 
of how we should treat others because we know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ.  There is no 
“Christian to do List”.  It’s just not that simple.  And yet we know that living Christ-like is possible.  In 
Matt. 11:29, 30 we read:  “Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in 
heart, and you will rest for your souls.  For my yoke is easy and my burden is light”. 
 
What does the Lord require of us?   To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with our God. 
 

_____________________________ 


